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THE LOST AND FOUND BOOKSHOP
READING GROUP GUIDE

1. 	After her mother dies, Natalie reflects: “No one knew what to say to people facing a grief so big and shocking. Natalie
wouldn’t know, either.” Is there a right thing to say in these moments? What would you do if Natalie were your friend?
2. 	“There was a book for everything. Somewhere in the vast Library of the Universe, as Natalie thought of it, her mom
could find a book that embodied exactly the things Natalie was worrying about.” Which books have helped you
overcome difficult moments, or been a cure for your worries or caused a revelation in your life? How do books help
the different characters in this novel?
3.	At Blythe’s funeral her friend Frieda reads a passage from the children’s book Charlotte’s Web. If you could have any
book be part of your memorial service, what would it be?
4. 	Natalie tells her mother that her schoolmates’ reaction to her non-traditional family—a single mother, grandfather,
and grandfather’s Chinese girlfriend—make her feel like a “freak.” How did growing up in this non-traditional
family shape Natalie? How did being raised by a single father shape her mother Blythe’s life? What about Peach and
Dorothy?
5. 	When Natalie finds out that her mother had taken a DNA test she thinks to herself: “Who were her ancestors?
Oftentimes throughout her life, she’d felt like a stranger to herself. Was that the reason?” Does learning more about
her family history—though the DNA test and other ways—help Natalie, or Grandy Andrew? Do you know anyone
who has had a similar experience uncovering their family history, either by DNA tests or more traditional methods?
6. 	Blythe finds running the bookstore “a grand adventure” but Natalie’s corporate work at the winery: “…was the opposite
of a grand adventure. But then she would remind herself about the steady salary, the benefits and pension plan, and
decide it was all worthwhile. Stability had its price.” Are you more of a Blythe or a Natalie in your approach to work?
Does Natalie ultimately change her mind and come to accept the “grand adventure” of being a bookstore owner?
7. 	“Your mother used to say you’ll never be happy with what you want until you can be happy with what you’ve got,”
Cleo tells Natalie. Do you agree? What does Susan Wiggs say about happiness throughout this novel? What does it
mean that Grandy Andrew’s book about his life is called “A Brief History of Happiness?”
8. 	When they find the military medal hidden in the store’s walls, Grandy insists that they return it to the owner’s heirs
despite their shaky financial situation: “After learning of its value, Andrew had toyed for the briefest of moments
with the notion of selling it. But there was no profit in keeping something that rightfully belonged to someone else.”
Would you have done the same?
9. 	When Trevor confesses the truth about his background to Natalie, admitting that he’s a “fraud” and a “hoax,” she
tells him “For what it’s worth, it wouldn’t have mattered…I love what you’ve done with your life. You turned it into
something really beautiful.” Would you have responded the same way? What did you think about Trevor once his
deceptions had been revealed?
10. 	At the end of the novel, Susan Wiggs gives us an update on the characters’ lives. What do you think the future holds
for Natalie and Peach? For Grandy Andrew? For the Lost and Found Bookstore itself ?
11. Do you have a favorite local bookstore? What do you love about it?

BOOK CLUB BANANA BREAD
Makes One 9-Inch Loaf

A note from Susan:
The secret to the intense banana flavor and moistness is to make banana syrup. It’s easier than you think. I love
making this for a gathering of friends—like a book group. I like to think Natalie gets a fresh loaf each morning from
Sugar, the across-the-street bakery in THE LOST AND FOUND BOOKSHOP. Everyone likes it, and it goes
well with coffee or tea. A thick slice of banana bread is not tricky to eat, so it won’t interrupt the flow of conversation.
Be prepared to share the recipe—you’ll be asked for it.
—1 3/4 cups flour
—1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
— 6 large very ripe (even black) bananas (about 2 1/4 pounds), peeled. You could also use frozen
bananas if you store the overly ripe ones in the freezer.
— 1 regular banana, peeled and sliced, for the top
— 8 tablespoons (1 stick) butter, melted
— 2 eggs
—3/4 cup brown sugar
—1 teaspoon vanilla
—1/2 cup chopped walnuts or pecans (optional)
—2 teaspoons coarse sugar, like turbinado or demerara
1. Heat the oven to 350 degrees. Spray the loaf pan with nonstick cooking spray. Combine flour, baking
soda, and salt.
2. Place bananas in microwave-safe bowl; cover with plastic wrap and cut vents in plastic. Microwave on
high until bananas are soft and have released liquid, 3-5 minutes. Transfer bananas to fine-mesh strainer
placed over a bowl and allow to drain, stirring and pressing occasionally, 15 minutes (you should have
1/2 to 3/4 cup liquid).
3. Transfer liquid to a saucepan and cook over medium-high heat until reduced to 1/4 cup, about
5 minutes. Stir this liquid liquid into bananas to create a fine wet mash. Whisk in butter, eggs, brown
sugar, and vanilla.
4. Pour banana mixture into flour mixture and stir until just combined. Fold in nuts, if using. Scrape batter
into prepared pan. Shingle banana slices on top of either side of loaf and sprinkle coarse sugar evenly
over the top.
5. Bake until the loaf tests clean with a toothpick, anywhere from 55 to 75
minutes. Cool bread in pan for about 15 minutes, then remove loaf
from pan and continue to cool on wire rack. Serve warm or at
room temperature.

Liberally adapted from Cook’s Illustrated Cookbook by Cook’s Illustrated
Magazine Editors. Copyright 2011 by permission of Cooks Illustrated.

ZOOM WITH SUSAN WIGGS
Want to invite Susan Wiggs to your next book club gathering to
discuss The Lost and Found Bookshop or another one of her novels?
Simply email: Susan@susanwiggs.com to set up a Zoom.

Keep in touch with Susan in between books!

Visit SusanWiggs.com for regular blog posts and to sign up for her monthly email newsletter.

INSTAGRAM@susan_wiggs_ Facebook @susanwiggs Twitter-Square@susanwiggs

There’s a Book for Everything
Which of these books, mentioned in The Lost and Found Bookshop, have you read?
Which books do you turn to when you need comfort, familiarity, wisdom, escape? Add your own to the list!
—Anjali Banerjee, Maya Running

—Philip Pullman, The Golden Compass

—Erica Bauermeister, The Scent Keeper

—Anne Rice, Queen of the Damned

—L. Frank Baum, Wizard of Oz

—JK Rowling, Harry Potter

—Judy Blume, Forever

—F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby

—Crosby Bonsall, I Mean It, Stanley

—Suzanne Selfors, Wedgie and Gizmo,
Once Upon a Sleepover, Lalani of the Distant Sea

—Lynn Brunelle, Turn This Book into a Beehive
—Julia Cameron, The Artist’s Way
—Beverly Cleary, Ramona
—Jean de Brunhoff, Babar and the Wulli Wulli
—Claire Dederer, Love and Trouble
—Robert Dugoni, The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell
—Alexandre Dumas, The Count of Monte Cristo
—Edward Eager, Half Magic
—Timothy Egan, The Best Hard Times
(or is it Worst?)
—George Eliot, Silas Marner
—David Foster Wallace, Infinite Jest
—Atul Gawande, Being Mortal
—Mary Higgins Clark, Pretend You Don’t See her
—Walter Scott, Ivanhoe
—Sarah Jio, All the Flowers of Paris
—Mary Kay Andrews cookbook
—Erik Larson, Dead Wake
—Debbie Macomber
—Christopher Moore, Practical Demonkeeping
—Leaf Munro, The Watchbirds
—Mary Oliver, Selected Poems

—Dr. Seuss, Horton Hears a Who
—George Shannon, One Family
—Garth Stein, The Art of Racing in the Rain
—Amy Tan, The Joy Luck Club
—Gail Tsukiyama, The Color of Air
—Mark Twain, The Prince and the Pauper
—Jennifer Weiner, Mrs. Everything
—EB White, Charlotte’s Web

BOOKSTORE TRIVIA
print and cut out

How many independent
bookstores are there in the US?
a) 2,524
b) 1,564
c) 250
d) 839

Is Third Place Books in
a) Seattle, WA
b) Portland, OR
c) Denver, CO or
d) Los Angeles, CA?
Answer: Seattle, WA

Answer: 2,224

Which of these bookshops is NOT
owned by an author?
a) Nowhere Books
b) Turn the Page Bookstore
c) Parnassus Books
d) Astoria Bookshop
Answer: Astoria Bookshop
in Queens, New York

What is the oldest US bookshop?
a) The Harvard Coop, Boston, MA
b) Kramer’s Books, Washington, DC
c) Moravian Book Shop, Bethlehem, PA
d) Head House Books in Philadelphia, PA
Answer: Moravian book shop in Bethlehem
Pennsylvania which was started in 1745

Behind the Counter is America’s
Smallest bookshop: True or False
Answer: TRUE

BOOKSTORE TRIVIA
print and cut out

What bookshop in Boston has
more than 250K books?
a) Brookline Booksmith
b) Porter Square Books
c) Barnes & Noble
a) Brattle Bookshop
Answer: Brattle Bookshop

Which of these bookstores is based
in the United States?
a) The Red Wheelbarrow
b) Ben McNally Books
c) McNally Jackson Books
d) Open Door Bookshop
Answer: McNally Jackson Books
is based in New York City

Which bookshop in California was a
former Speakeasy called High Lead Saloon
with a shootout in the back hallway?
a) Diesel, Al Bookstore
b) Eureka Books
c) Green Apple Books
d) Vroman’s Bookstore
Answer: Eureka Books in Eureka, CA

This bookstore only stocks signed editions
a) Poisoned Pen Books
b) The Alabama Booksmith
c) E. Shaver, Bookseller
d) Nicola’s Books
Answer: The Alabama
Booksmith in Homewood, AL

This bookstore bills itself as
“18 Miles of Books”
a) Powell’s World of Books
b) Anderson’s Bookshop
c) Schuler Books
d) Strand Books
Answer: Strand Books in New York City

FILL IN THE TITLES OF YOUR FAVORITE BOOKS
AND SHARE ON INSTAGRAM WITH
#READSUSANWIGGS @SUSAN_WIGGS_

There’s a Book
for Everything

